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Abstract

This thesis explores the application of linear regression in computa-
tional text analysis. The subject of the analysis is the appreciation of
literary classics and the primary details of interest are the frequencies
of the most commonly used words in English: stop words. To develop
the models, both the Lasso and best subset selection are implemented.
Their evaluation reveals that there are connections between usage of
stop words and general appreciation of classics. Some common words
stand out as being especially important for the public’s appreciation.
The resulting models are also shown to have predictive ability.
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